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Dear Chairman Powell, 

Recently there has been much talk an' dither about consolidating, even more, the 
power of the mass media. It seems to us that these rule changes are being pushed by 
people who have much self-interest in the outcome. This is certainly not a trivial matter. 
The Founding Fathers considered the press to be of such importance that they embedded 
a freedom of the press clause in the constitution. 

It would certainly seem that your first obligation is to maintain the basic intent of the 
constitution i.e. freedom of the press. This raises a serious question. Can a monopolistic 
press reflect the optimal in constitutional freedom. Obviously not 1 Concentrated power 
has a tendency to manipulate the truth. I am shocked that the commission is even 
considering greater consolidation when common sense and casual observation would 
indicate a need for a contrarian policy. We need greater freedom, not less. 

Best wishes, 
f 

i Richard Anthony Salmon Pauline Marie Salmon 
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